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paper, of which Gokhale became the English editor. But things
went from bad to worse and the crisis came over the Age of
Consent Bill of 1890, which naturally had been wholeheartedly
worked for by Ranade, Agarkar and Gokhale, and the members
of the Deccan Education Society in general. Tilak placed
himself openly at the head of the orthodox opposition to this
measure on the plea that it was intolerable that a foreign Govern-
ment should force such a piece of legislation upon a subject-
people. This filled the cup of the Reformers to overflowing,
and in 1890 Tilak had to leave the Deccan Education Society.
On the other hand, the battle over the Sarvajanik Sabha, which
had become Poona's political club, and of which Gokhale had
been Secretary for eight years, fell to the Tilakites in 1896:
Gokhale and the Reformers were squeezed out of it and there-
upon founded a political club of their own, the Deccan Sabha,
of which Gokhale, for the first five years of its existence,
became the Secretary,

Tilak's whole mental attitude and the methods employed by
him only become understandable on the suggestion that he,
who posed as such a perfervidly Orthodox Hindu, was really
at heart an Agnostic, who considered religion merely as a means
of firing the masses with enthusiasm for his own cause, which
was, first and last, political. Ethics was subordinated to patriot-
ism: on a famous occasion in 1897, Gokhale then absent in
England and acting on information contained in letters received,
had accused the military in Poona of having behaved out-
rageously in carrying out anti-plague measures; this accusation,
when challenged to substantiate it, he found his informants
unable to prove at all, and as an honourable man, Gokhale in
the form of an open apology to Lord Sandhurst and the Army
thereupon made a public retractation of his former attack.
Tilak stigmatized such conduct as that of a traitor, who had
been bought by the enemies of his country, and brushed aside
as utterly irrelevant the question, whether in fact the original